Personal Statement Unit


Prompt 1
Developing the Personal Experience

After creating your “My Life” timeline and completing the graphic organizer answer the following questions and develop your personal experience: 

Pick one of the dreams or goals you identified in your timeline. Consider which event defines you and says the most about your character.   

Where were you? Describe the location.

Who was there?

What were you thinking and feeling?

Are there sights, sounds, or feelings that are important to the memory?


What metaphorical comparison can you make? Your experience was like _____________



Prompt 1: Describe the world you come from – for example, your family, community or school – and tell us how your world has shaped your dreams and aspirations (goals).  

Prompt 1
Peer Response

Directions:  Read the following passages.  Annotate them as you see fit – what you like in the writing, and what you DON’T like, and what may be confusing.  After reading, answer the following questions about each one:
What do these dreams and goals say about the author?

Which part of the author’s world – family, community, or school – has most affected his/her dreams and aspiration?  Why would you say that? What specific passages support your response?  
What does this passage tell you about what the author can contribute to a college or university?  

Prompt 1
Goal/Hope/Dream:  

	
	

	
	


Prompt 1 Graphic Organizer

Directions: respond to the following questions using sentences, phrases, or paragraphs.  
What is one/or some of my goals, dreams, or hopes for the future?

What was the seminal moment (center of gravity, pivot point) when I realized this/these goals, dreams, or hopes?  Describe this in as much detail as possible. 

Of all my dreams, goals, and hopes for the future which one or two are the most important to me and why?  What do these dreams and goals say about me?

Which one of the following parts of your world – family, community, school, or other – has most affected your dreams and aspirations?  How so?  
Prompt 1 
Describe the world you come from – for example, your family, community or school – and tell us how your world has shaped your dreams and aspirations (goals).  

Revision for Content
Name:

Period:

Directions: Attach this to your essay and have another student in the class peer-edit your paper, paying close attention to the checklist below. Focus on the content and don’t worry so much about grammar.  That will come later. 
Peer editor: sign the check sheet and feel free to use the note section at the bottom, to include checks/information not already incorporated.
___ Circle the goal, dream, or hope for the future
___ Highlight sentences that describe the world that the student came from

-What about the world seems important to the author?

-How did that world seem to affect the author’s dreams and aspirations?
__ What about the author’s personal statement seemed especially interesting?


-Why?

__ Where would you suggest the author add, or change, information?  

Peer editor: ________________

Notes:

Prompt 2
· Tell us about a personal quality, talent, accomplishment, contribution or experience that is important to you. 

· What about this quality or accomplishment makes you proud and how does it relate to the person you are?

Imagine that you are creating a Facebook/Myspace poster.  In creating your poster, include the following information:

-Talents

-Quality

-Accomplishments (make sure to include not just school accomplishments)

-Contributions

-Important Experiences in your life
Imagine that potential employers will be surveying these posters.

Then develop your poster into an essay of 250-750 words.

Imagine you are creating a “Twitter” message of under 140 characters. Your message should include the most vivid and accurate description of your quality, talent, accomplishment, contribution, or important life experience. Don’t waste a single word.
Then, develop your message into an essay of 250-750 words.

Answer the following questions:

What personal quality, talent, accomplishment, contribution, or experience best expresses my character?  What says the most about who I am?  

Why?

What does it say about me?  

How have I, and my goals, been affected by this?

Activity #3

Directions:  Read the following passages.  Annotate them as you see fit – what you like in the writing, and what you DON’T like, and what may be confusing.  After reading, answer the following questions about each one:

Essay Evaluation
Prompt 1: Describe the world you come from – for example, your family, community or school – and tell us how your world has shaped your dreams and aspirations (goals).  

· Your response to the prompt described your world and your dreams

· Your essay communicates how special and unique you are
· You response did not adequately explore the prompt

· Your essay needs improved organization

· Attention to writing paragraphs with topic sentences

· Spelling, punctuation, or grammar need revision

· Sentence structures are awkward and need revision

· Your essay is off topic at times

· Your word count does not meet the requirement

· Develop your description of ‘your world’

· Develop your connection to your dreams and aspirations

Prompt 2: Tell us about a personal quality, talent, accomplishment, contribution or experience that is important to you. What about this quality or accomplishment makes you proud and how does it relate to the person you are?

· Your response to the prompt explains what type of person you are
· You response did not adequately explore the prompt

· Your essay needs improved organization

· Attention to writing paragraphs with topic sentences

· Spelling, punctuation, or grammar need revision

· Sentence structures are awkward and need revision

· Your essay is off topic at times

· Your word count does not meet the requirement

· Develop your ideas

Description of hopes and dreams:





What part of my world has most affected my dreams?





What do these dreams say about me?





Example: hardworking, risk taker, etc.  





What do these goals say about what I can contribute to a college/university?








