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Organizing Your Commentary
S
= At the start of your commentary, explain your approach.

 For example say, “In discussing Nikki Giovanni's poem, ‘Hands: For
Mother's Day, I would like to discuss 1) how the image of hands works
to develop the idea of female identity 2) the mood created by
Giovanni's use of ellipses and 3) the importance of allusions within the
poem’s historical context.”

= Which three ideas will help you fo organize your commentary?
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Historical and Literary Context
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Wiitten by Himself
1845 (pre-Civil War)
Genre: autobiography /non-fiction

Features: appeds fo ethos, logos, and
pathos

Purpose: fo advance the abalition of
slavery

Infended Audience: educated Northern
whites and Northern blacks (people of
power and inflvence)

Weitten by Mark Twain, American satirst
1887 (ten years after the Reconstruction Eray;
22 years after the Civil War)

Genre: Fction

Feature: Huck's voice and narrative point-of-
view

Purpose: fo ridicule and o celebrate our
American valves.

Intended Audience: Those who already read
and enjoyed The Adventures of Tom Sawyer
{commercial and personal success for Twain)




